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1 Talk Abstract

The title, a variation on Russelland Norvig’s popularAI textbook “Artificial Intel-
ligence: A ModernApproach”(PrenticeHall, 1995), is meantto suggesta possibly
radicalfuturefor AI thanthatimaginedby mostresearchers.To explorethis issue,this
talk will examinesomebasicquestions:Is therea “grand unified theory” (GUT) of
artificial intelligence?Whatif it doesn’t haveone?Whatif intelligence,in general,has
no unifying principles?What if intelligenceis simply a seriesof clever hacks?Does
thatspelldoomfor AI?

If thereis a GUT, then we may be well on our way to finding it. However, if
thereisn’t, we maybewell on theway down thewrongpathandaway from building
generallyintelligentsystems.

AlthoughI believe thatstandardAI techniquesmaynot leadto a generallyintelli-
gentsystem,I will arguethat therecouldstill behope. However, theremaybe some
radicalconsequences.For example,it may be that we will not understandhow our
AI systemswork. I do not meanthat they may involve techniquesout of our reachof
understanding,but that theremay not exist a meaningfulabstractionthat explainsits
basicoperation.In short,for a generallyintelligentsystem,theremaynot bea useful
descriptionof it moreabstractthantheactualsystemitself.

This talk will examinetheproblemsin designing generallyintelligentsystems,the
radicalalternative,andits researchandpedagogicalimplications.
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